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@m AUCA Students:

On behalf of the American University of Central
Asia, | extend a warm welcome to each of you.
It is a great honor and privilege to have you join
our esteemed institution. This year is particularly
special because it marks the 30th anniversary of
our University! | am excited to share this journey
with you.

Studying in university is an exciting chapter in
your lives. It forms the beginning of a journey filled
with knowledge, growth, new experiences, and
allows us to celebrate the unique perspectives our
students bring to campus. Each of you will play an
essential role in contributing to our student-cen-
tered, holistic learning environment. You are
a part of a vibrant
community that
values the Liberal
Arts and Sciences,
civic engagement,
and academic excel-
lence.

Our faculty mem-
bers are dedicated
to providing you
with a world-class
education. They are
experts in their fields
and passionate
about sharing their
knowledge with you.
| encourage you to
interface with faculty
and the mentorship
they offer. Take
advantage of their
expertise, ask ques- 4
tions, and engage in s -
meaningful discus- . & —
sions. Remember - “&
that learning is not

confined to the classroom. Learning happens
everywhere, at the library, in the student lounge,
and within the greater Kyrgyz community. We are
here to help nurture your aspirations and inspire
your passion. Together with faculty and fellow
classmates, your dreams can be put into action.
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| hope that you will prioritize taking care of your-
selves and making intentional, reasonable choices
for your health and wellbeing. Finding balance
in your personal, student, and professional lives
is the ultimate key to happiness and success.
University life is not only about academics; it is
also about personal development and self-dis-
covery. Your social interactions, relationships, and
community activities may be just as important
as your studies. These social networks promote
collaboration, critical thinking, and belonging for
all. Use your imagination and creativity freely!
Join clubs and organizations that align with your
interests, participate in community service projects,

and attend cultural events. These activities will
broaden your horizons, foster lifelong friendships,
and help you develop essential skills beyond
the curriculum.

At the AUCA we value your voice and participation.
By bringing your whole self to university life, a
learning environment inclusive to belonging, mutu-
al respect, open communication, and empathy is
fully realized. The principles of the Liberal Arts
and Sciences and our interdisciplinary approach
to learning will equip you with flexible skills that
are adaptable to a rapidly changing job market.
You are destined to be our next great leaders.
Whether it is by assisting in efforts to combat
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climate change, working towards sustainability
goals, or strengthening the sovereignty of the
Kyrgyz Republic, the future is in your hands. We
want you to become leaders who succeed by
examining facts, who understand complexity, and
who work to bridge differences. You make this
country, this city, and this campus so fantastic!

My administration, and our staff and faculty, are
here to support you in all of your endeavors. We
want to help make these years among the best
of your lives! It is my hope that, like many AUCA
graduates over the past 30 years, you, too, will
incorporate the principles of the Liberal Arts and
Sciences as core values in your future careers.
This 30th anniversary year is momentous for our
learning community! Embrace the thrill and joy
of making a difference both locally and globally,
and in the process you and your classmates will
have an indelible impact on our University.

As you engage in university life, please remember
that success is not solely defined by grades or
achievements. It is about finding your passion,
pursuing it with determination, and making a
positive impact on the world around you. Embrace
challenges, learn from failures, and celebrate
your successes along the way. | encourage you
to make the most of your time here at AUCA. Step
out of your comfort zone, seize every opportunity,
and brave the unknown. This is your chance to
grow as individuals, explore new interests, and
shape your future. | am confident that you will
become advocates of life-long learning for the
betterment of your communities and personal
agency.

The AUCA is an
institution where
numerous langu-
ages are spoken,
where differences
are celebrated, and
where freedom of
choice is exercised.
Our graduates excel
at leading with com-
passion, empathy,
and a deep resolve
to change the world
for the better. We
believe that each
member of our com-
munity has an
essential role to
play in the continued
advancement of the
Kyrgyz Republic.
Once again, wel-
come to our Univer-
sity, and | am eager
to join you in this
adventure. We are
thrilled to have you here, and | look forward to
witnessing your growth and accomplishments
over the coming years!

UYour vincerely,
Timothy OConno
(Peesident, GUCA



j)ecw AUCA Students:

It is a pleasure for me to welcome you to the
new academic year at AUCA!

| hope our returning students have enjoyed
their summer and started a new semester with
enthusiasm to achieve their academic goals. |
believe our new students have made the right
choice to pursue their degrees at AUCA.

You are privileged to study at this unique insti-
tution with international body of students, fac-
ulty and staff, with multidisciplinary curriculum
based on best practices of American liberal arts
traditions and Kyrgyz state academic stand-
ards. Our curricula meet both Bard College and
Ministry of Education requirements, and we val-
ue academic freedom, academic honesty and
critical thinking. Our university offers academic
support through the Writing and Academic
Resources Center, Academic Advising office,
and there are other resources you need for your
academic success and personal growth such
as Library, Computer labs, Civic Engagement
Center, Career Center, International Students
Office and Dean of Student Affairs Office.

| encourage you to participate in Student Mobi-
lity Programs of Open Society University Net-
work (OSUN), and OSUN Certificate Programs,
take courses not only from AUCA, but also
from other OSUN member institutions (OSUN
Online Courses), extend your learning oppor-
tunities and deepen your knowledge about the
world.

This institution is also privileged to have such
dedicated and ambitious students. The AUCA
committed faculty, scholars and academic
staff members are here to help you succeed
academically and personally during your study
at the university. | know each of you has the
potential to be a successful student, and make
your professors and parents proud of you, but
most importantly | hope you are proud of your-
self and all your efforts.

Remember, only through active engagement in
the learning process, both in and outside of the
classroom, and a positive attitude to learning,
you can construct knowledge and develop your
intellectual abilities such as reasoning, problem
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solving, analytical and critical thinking. Quality
education is a long journey that requires hard
work and perseverance. Let us continue to cul-
tivate quality together at AUCA, and create a
learning environment, where each student is
responsible for his or her own quality educa-
tion.

Keep your positive attitude to learning, keep
dreaming, and stay motivated!

| wish you the best academic year!

Sincerely,
K hD.
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o Student life officer's message
. { \ 3 &

Shanh,
Student Life Officer

Niloufar Rafat,
Editor-in-chief of the
Newstar newspaper

| am Shahruddin Iminov, but you may call me
Shah! First of all, welcome back sophomores,
juniors, and seniors. And, of course, welcome on
board our dear freshmen! Huge congratulations
on a new important chapter of your lives!

| can state with confidence that AUCA will be
your second home. Every day and every moment
will stay in your hearts for a long time! Hopefully,
none of us has to go through quarantine times
anymore, and we will be a part of all AUCA life
moments!

You have the perfect opportunity to change this
world and make it shine with the background
and every skill you will gain at the AUCA during
your studies.

Do not forget about all of the opportunities our uni-
versity offers to students. There is a chance to par-

ticipate in exchange programs, many diverse con-
ferences and workshops around the globe, various
scholarship programs, and many more, so don'’t
imitate me, and try to use all these opportunities.

Aside from that, | am always available to you
for any questions you may have, as | am a new
Student Life Officer of the AUCA. | am widely
open to you whether you need me or not. You
can find me at G23!

Finally, | want to give important advice to you:
University life matters in your future. Every
decision you make and every person you meet
will change your life gradually. So guys, make
the right decisions and be the hero of your life!

Have a stroke of good luck with your studies,
and be a part of the AUCA student-like family!

j)mbudmba,

Welcome to the new academic year and the
AUCA community!

| wish you all success and an enjoyable year
ahead. Remember that university life is not
limited to studies, and there are extracurricular
activities to do. It helps you to find yourself,
learn, and enjoy your life on campus. The
Newstar newspaper is one of those activities
you may choose. It lets you practice your
writing skills, learn writing styles and publish
your work. Moreover, it allows you to share

your thoughts, experiences, ideas, problems
on campus, and ways to improve the world.

You are not required to be a professional
writer since you are here to learn and chal-
lenge yourself. To share your ideas or ask
your questions, please contact
newstar@auca.kg at any time.
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Bcsa Hawua Xxu3Hb — Teatp!

oyeMy A Tak HasBas 3Ty HebONbLUYO
I I nyénukaunio?.. CroXXHO OTBETUTb

04HO3Ha4yHO. HaBepHOe NOTOMy, YTO
Mbl BCHO XXM3Hb KOro-TO WUAW YTO-TO Urpaem
B 3aBUCUMMOCTW OT cCKnagbiBakowmxca
06CTOATENBCTB, U 3TO, K COXANEHUIO, UIn K
c4acTblo, 06bekTUBHO. Mbl apanTupyemcs,
MeHAEeMCA OAHOBPEMEHHO C OKPY>KatoLWmnM Hac
MMPOM CTapaACb He «BbIMNacTb U3 TpeHOa».
(Moyemy-To cenyac 3aTo o4eHb BaXKHO). Virpaem 10
O[LHOro, TO OpYroro nepcoHaxa BCE pexxe urpan
camoro cebA. B kakon-To CTeneHu, Kaxxabini U3
Hac akTep. OTO HAO0 NPU3HaTb U OTHOCUTLCA K
3TOMY, KaK K «0CO3HaHHOWN HEO6XOANMOCTU».

AYLA — 30 net!.. HexHbli BO3pacT anA
YHUBepcuTeTa, A NoHumar. HasepHoe, eweé
He NPOTONTaHbl BCE A0POXXKWU, KOTOPbIE MOTOM
KTO-TO 3aacanbTUpyeT, Kak NaMATHUK HaLmm
NyTAM K HEAOCTMXXMMOMY COBEPLUEHCTBY...
A KTO-TO HanuweT 06 3TOM 3aMbIC/1I0OBaTbIN
TpakTar...

Teatpy «Muppopc» (pas y>k A Hauan ¢ TeaTpa)
- 20.

B Muppopce Toxe eCTb NPOTONTaHHbIE AOPOXKN,
KOTOpble, HaBepHoe, Haao 3aacdanbTnpoBaTb,
pa3 no HMUM xopAT ngn... inn 3abbite n
nopaputb Besgecywemy 6ypbAHY, KOTOPbIM
3apacTaeT BCE, 0 YeM Mbl 3abbiBaeM 3ab60TUTLCA
M Yyero 3abbiBaeM LEHUTD...

Bo3moXHO, Korga-tTo HacTaHeT BpeMA, Korga
Teatp B AYLIA cTaHeT 4yacTbio akageMmn4eckoro
npouecca. byoyT npnaymaHbl HoBble hOpMbl
COCYyLLEeCTBOBaHMA KNaccoB U KOPUOOPOB,
OOMNOJHAOWME, a He conepHuyarowme opyr
c opyroMm. Ho couuanbHasa CywHOCTb TeaTpa,

Kak ABMEHWNA, YyBCTBO OYXOBHOIO €AMHCTBA,
He OeHeTcA, A YBepeH, HUKyaa. TeaTtp, Kak
MOJTOTOK, KOTOPbIM MOXXHO CKOMOTUTb KPacuByHo
TabypeTKy Unun CroMaTb y>Ke CyLLEeCTBYIOLLYIO.
TeaTp 3TO — UHCTPYMEHT, KOTOPOMY Mbl A0
KOHLA Tak 1 He npuaymanu npuMeHeHne, 1 OH
CyliecTByeT cam no cebe.

MHe kaxkeTcA, NPULLISIO BPEMA CepPbE3HO noay-
Martb O TOM, YTOObI pacMPUTb PYHKUMOHASIbHbIE
pamKn TeaTtpa C My3blKasibHOro Ao, XoTA Obl,
ApamaTypruyeckoro B paMKax BHOBb CO3[aHHbIX
akagemun4eckunx genaprameHToB. Hanpumep,
co3paTtb pasHble rpynmnbl Mo A3bIKOBOMY
npu3Haky?.. A He 3HaO 1 NO3TOMY rnpoLly
naevHoM nomoLm y Bac. .. A noHnmaro, 4To 3TO
Aeno He OOHOro [HA, HO C Yy4eTOM aBaauatu
npeabIoyLmX NeT y MeHd eCTb TBEPA0e MHEHVe,
YTO UCMbITaTeNbHBIN CPOK MUpPOPC y>Ke NpoLwén
BO BCEX CMbICNax.

Ckopee Bcero, 3Ta 3aMmeTka He O4YeHb opra-
HM30BaHHbIN HaAbop mMmbicnien o Gyayuwem
My3sbikanbHoro teatpa AYUA Mwuppopc.
HekoTopoe 6ecrniokoncTso 0 6yayuem. MoxeTt
ObITb, OCHOBaHWI A1 6ECMOKONCTBA U HET BOBCE.
Ho... Kak npaBnno noen HadmHaloT ymmpaTb,
Korga HeT YeTKOro NOHMMaHuA K Yemy cnepyet
CTPEMUTBLCA U HET NNaHa, N HeT cTpaTerun. ..

locTckpuntym

Bo3MoOXHO cTyneH4yeckanA raserta, 3TO He Ta
nsowanka, Ha KoTopou crnenyet obcy>xaoaTb
akagemm4yeckume Tembl? Bo3amoxxHo... Ho, ogHako,
MHe KaxkeTca, AYLIA, Kak coobLecTBo nogen,
00beaNHEHHbIX OOHON LEenblo, HE O0JIXXHO
AVNCKPUMUHNPOBATb B OUCKYCCUMAX KaKy-TO
(a MOXXeT rnaBHy0) ero 4acTb.

AptanpekTop AYLIA,
PyKoBOAWUTEAb TEaTpa
“Muppopc” H. LLyAbruH

New Standards in my life

“University will be nothing like school!” is a
phrase I've often heard from all my teachers
last year. | was told that my responsibilities will
increase tenfold because all initiatives will be
put into my hands, but | never fully considered
the changes that would bring about.

Local schools often act as obsessive parents,
controlling every decision their students make:
do this, learn that, wear this, say that. For
every situation there is a given set formula:
learn it, use it, and excel. So | was quite sur-
prised when | was asked to produce focused
freewriting. “So what are the criteria?” | asked.
“There are none; just your thoughts on the
topic,” my professor answered. | kept asking
myself, “But what are my thoughts?”

While discussing the texts we read in our

seminar classes, our professor asks difficult
questions that can’t be answered easily by
blindly following a set of instructions. Instead
of repeating someone’s words, we are told to
come up with those words ourselves. “Learn to
ask the right questions, and you will come to
the right answers,” which is so different from
my school’s approach.

Additionally, in local schools, it is assumed
that students will never struggle with anything.
So if the student finds themself in a pickle, all
they can turn to for help are themself, their
surroundings, or paid extracurricular cours-
es. Finding a senior peer that would agree to
help you is nearly impossible, and teachers
only provide additional assistance either to
exceptionally gifted students, or those whose
misunderstanding is brief. Professors being

open to schedule office hours and WARC pro-
viding peer tutors was a surprising revelation
to me, and definitely something that eased the
struggle of learning.

For the first time | find myself forward to the
rest of the semester. Whether it is the freedom,
the community, or being treated like an adult
that appeals so much to me, not once have
| looked back at my school in reminiscence.

Luna Maltseva
SFW-123
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The main reason why | chose AUCA is that its
renowned Journalism department allows div-
ing into the world of media fully and putting the
gained knowledge into practice. When | got ad-
mitted to AUCA, | was supposed to live in a
dormitory according to my scholarship contract.
On my way to the dormitory from Manas Airport,
| had several questions crossing my mind. The
first important factor for me was whether the
dorm was close to the university or not. Sec-
ondly, | was wondering what kind of roommates
| would live with and how | can accommodate
myself and them at the same time.

| was fascinated by the fact that people in the
dorm were extremely friendly and welcoming
from the very beginning. The resident advisors
helped to carry my bags and assisted with the
documentation process later on. | was greeted
by two girls from Naryn who were doing their
NGA, and | couldn’t have asked for better room-
mates. | broadened my knowledge about Kyrgyz
culture and people because of them, and we still
keep in touch.

The main advantage is an opportunity to expand
the network, especially during a freshman year.
While | was in the dorm, | made friends with peo-
ple from different departments and programs. |
felt more comfortable coming to the university
and meeting a wide range of people who | could
already call “my fellas”.

When it comes to disadvantages, keeping public
areas clean was a big minus that | noticed after
one month of living in the dormitory. Whenever
| went to the kitchen, | could not prepare my
food because the stove was all covered with oil,
and the sink was filled with dishes all the time. |
gave up on cooking on my own and spent most
of my finances on food delivery. | request our
students to keep their second home (dorm) as
clean as possible!

As a person who lived in the dormitory for one
year, | would say it was worth it! | experienced
what it’s like to live with roommates, follow dor-
mitory rules, and be a part of a big community.
However, | hope that in the upcoming years, the

We Want Education

Life in the AUCA Dormitory:
Exploring the Upsides
and Downsides

administration will consider students’ feedback
and improve the conditions to create the best
experience ever!

After living in the dormitory for one year, | moved
out because | wanted to experience what it’s
like to live in an apartment. It was tremendously
difficult to find roommates and an apartment at
a reasonable price and near AUCA. It’s quite
common to see humiliating titles that say “NOT
RENTING TO STUDENTS” on apartment rent-
ing websites in Bishkek. So far, | have not re-
gretted it since | share my apartment with 4 girls,
and every day, we have so much fun. Better
location has been the most important factor for
this year since some of my classes start early
in the morning.

Interviewee: Shakhzoda Mirakova
Prepared by Darika Bolot, JMC-121

Would you please not close the door of your heart on my face?

Well, it is quite strange for me. | am wondering, how could you so easily
forget about your mother’s unconditional and immensely in-depth love?
And, | am wondering how easily you forget about the sparkly eyes of
your sister’s smile.

While staring at my eyes, does it not make you feel blamed?

Those eyes are in tremendous need and thirst for getting an education
since it assists me in feeling independent, proud, and a worthwhile
asset to society. My being has to have a meaning to the world. | am
putting effort into being an agent for positive change in this world.
Doesn’t matter how small or huge it would be.

I’m wondering how the aches of my heart aren’t injuring you. The way
you have been constantly hurting it intentionally...

Would you please not close down the door of your heart on my face?
| swear | have been experiencing death a thousand times over and

over again while witnessing my dreams and life’s meaning fading away
little by little. After all, they were my legends and they still are...
But, notice how | am dreaming, despite your torture to my mind.
Sometimes, | imagine bounding my heart to the warm flame of success.
See what a beautiful sacrifice it is for my heart to be wounded and
cracked merely to fill my whole mind with the bright light of knowledge.

In the hope that my knowledge would find a way to lighten up my old
soul.

In the hope of overcoming my fears and frustrations and putting my
parts back together in their suited places like a puzzle board.

And in the hope of staying soft yet strong, fearless yet cautious.

So, please do not close the door of your heart on me.

Nahida Qasimi
PSY-123

Mo3nuuna aBTOPOB
cTaTen He Bcerga
coBrnagaeTt C
nosuumen pea.
KONnermm B LiesIom
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